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Government called together the Conference, it knew that the communal leaders
had not come to an agreement, and by bringing the communal question to
the fore immediately the Government prepared the way for disunion, and for
perpetuating that disunion Also one must lemember that the Conference is a
packed Conference of non-responsible members. What the British Govern-
ment did not realize was that the Congress is the nation as far as swaraj is
concerned. Had the Government recognized this instead of treating the Congress
as just one among the other parties, all this time would not have been wasted

I am confident that ultimately it is only with the Congress that
your Government will have to reckon. As for myself, although I
may not represent Sir Mahomed Shafi, I do claim to represent
the Mussalmans; though I do not represent Dr. Ambedkar, I do
represent the Depressed Classes 3 though not Dr. Dutta, but the
Christians.

These people do not want separate representation. I claim that
330 millions of the Indian people are represented by the Congress.
The interests of all classes must be subservient to the interests of the
masses. It is this representative character of the Congress that is
not recognized by the Government and herein lies the chief blame.

When asked whether he did not think it was essential, should the Confe-
rence break down, that he should explain his position either at a public meet-
ing or at least to a group of people in this country, Mahatma Gandhi said that
he was very anxious to have an opportunity for putting forward his reasons for
acting as he did, that he very much wished to speak to a group, but that
his original promise not to hinder the Goveinment would prevent his making
any public declaration

In discussing the question of the multiplicity of organizations in this
country working for India, Mahatma Gandhi urged that every effort should be
made at amalgamation of these organizations. All energies must be concentrated,
he added, into work or through one channel, and that, in the mam, the burden
should fall upon English people who could act with Indian advice His advice
to the Commonwealth of India League was to widen their organization as
much as possible and to invite co-operation from all possible quarters.
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